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and 129 miles from east to west, an area of 720 square miles.
The climate is very moist and tropical, especially zt sea-
level, and the European residents mostly live in the hills.
Its great industry is sugar, for the cultivation of which it is
exceptionally well suited, and most of its more accessible
surface is covered with sugar plantations. Owing to depres-
sion in sugar prices and the competition cf beet sugar,
Mauritians have, however, seen the evil of depending upon
one crop and have latterly taken up secondary industries,
such as aloes, rum, copra, coconut oil, tea and tobacco.
The population of about 450,000 is composed of people of
European, mainly French, descent, termed Creoles, and
mixed Indian and African peoples. The capital is Port Louis*
with an excellent harbour and considerable trade, but the
Europeans live chiefly in Curepipe, at an altitude of 1,800
feet, connected with the capital by raiL
Mauritius has an eventful history. Discovered by the
Portuguese in 1505, it was later colonized by the Dutch,
who named it Mauritius after their Stadtholder, Count
Maurice. In 1710, the Dutch abandoned the island, which
was soon after taken over by the French East India Com-
pany and named He de France. About the same time the
French colonized the neighbouring island of Reunion, then
called Bourbon. In 1735, the French sent to the He de
France its most famous Governor, Mahe de la Bourdonaais,
whose feme is still perpetuated both in Mauritius and in
the Seychelles. To the foresight and energy of La Bour-
donnais, the island owed its later development and prosperity,
He founded Port Louis, built roads and forts, deared forests
and above all introduced sugar planting. He settled the
country generally, and as will be seen, was also responsf *
for much progress in the Seychelles, but enemies at ho:
had HiTn recalled, and he died eventually a prisoner in '
Bastille.